





















































































































































































































































































	 	 	 	 	 	













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 	 	 Allotment	manager	
	 	 Animals	
	 	 	 Birds,	mammals,	insects,	live	stock	
	 	 Plants	
	 	 	 Vegetables	
	 	 	 	 Root	vegetables,	brassicas,	salad	veg,	legumes	
	 	 	 Fruit	
	 	 	 Herbs,	fungi,	aquatic,	flowers	
	 Substances	
	 	 Substrate	(soil)	
	 Objects	
	 	 Equipment	
	 	 Structures	
Energy	actions/activities	
	 Processes:	
Managing	allotments	
Regulations	
Process	of	growing	plants	
Growing,	sowing,	pruning,	weeding,	pest	control,	tying	back,	
composting		
Crop	rotation,	fallow	
Styles	of	growing	things	
Organic,	low	maintenance,	insect	friendly	planting,	beginner,	
advanced	
Keeping	livestock	/	bees	
	 Hens,	bees,	
Activities:	
Allotment	events	
Competitions,	social	events,	fundraisers	
Space	space/place/location/environment	
Allotment	locations	
	 Plot	map	
Time	time	
History	of	allotments	
Seasons		
	 	 Spring,	Summer,	Autumn,	Winter	
	
	
Initially,	using	only	the	pure	PMEST	definitions,	it	was	difficult	to	work	out	where	to	
place	‘allotment	events’,	however	once	the	secondary	breakdown	and	explanation	was	
Christine	Goodson	 	 INM303	2017/2018	
22	
applied	to	the	facets	it	became	easier	to	make	a	judgment	that	it	should	be	included	
under	Energy	because	it	could	be	construed	as	an	activity.	
Once	happy	with	the	initial	structure	and	main	facets,	I	began	developing	the	full	
taxonomy.	Taking	each	facet	in	turn,	I	developed	the	structure	underneath;	regularly	
consulting	knowledge	sources	such	as	books	on	gardening,	allotment	websites,	
gardening	blogs	and	general	opinions	from	family	and	friends	who	have	an	interest	in	
the	subject.		
	
The	finished	taxonomy	did	look	a	little	different	to	the	original	outline	but	remained	
broadly	similar.	Specific	decisions	were	made	regarding	the	breakdown	of	certain	fields,	
in	particular	plants,	which	I	felt	were	broad	enough	to	be	useful	to	someone	with	limited	
knowledge	but	not	so	broad	that	it	would	be	difficult	to	retrieve	the	correct	information.	
I	also	made	decisions	not	to	follow	a	purist	route	regarding	the	subdivision	of	plants	and	
although	it	lacks	the	elegance	of	the	formal	classification	of	the	plant	kingdom,	I	felt	it	
would	not	benefit	the	users	to	follow	that	path.	The	resulting	taxonomy	should	be	
straightforward	to	manage	and	administer	from	the	perspective	of	maintaining	the	
thesaurus	and	adding	items	to	it	to	reflect	the	growth	and	changes	likely	to	occur	over	
time	to	the	website.		
	
Finally,	I	did	not	adopt	a	strict	approach	as	to	the	order	of	each	sub-division,	for	example	
in	Plants	I	ordered	the	levels	of	vegetables,	fruits	etc.	according	to	what	was	most	likely	
to	be	searched	or	looked	at,	but	where	there	was	no	inherent	order	to	the	items	then	
alphabetical	was	selected.	For	Plant	cultivation	I	used	the	growing	cycle	as	a	guide	to	
order	the	next	level.	
	
Construction	of	thesaurus	fragment	
As	I	was	only	going	to	develop	a	portion	of	the	taxonomy	to	its	final	level	of	detail	for	
this	assignment,	I	chose	to	develop	Managing	Allotments.	This	was	for	a	number	of	
reasons;	from	the	practical	perspective	of	writing	the	thesaurus	entries	I	saw	little	
benefit	in	developing	the	Living	things	section	as	a	large	portion	of	the	entries	would	
simply	be	types	of	vegetables	etc.	This	was	also	likely	to	reduce	variety	of	entry	types,	as	
I	was	unsure	that	there	would	be	many	relationships	between	the	terms.	I	was	also	at	
risk	of	getting	carried	away	with	writing	long	lists	of	types	of	fruit	and	vegetables	rather	
than	focus	on	the	skills	necessary	to	construct	the	taxonomy	and	thesaurus.	Managing	
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allotments	provided	a	wide	range	of	activities	that	were	likely	to	relate	to	other	parts	of	
the	taxonomy.	
	
I	consulted	the	BSI	Standards	Publication	BS	ISO	25964-1:2011	for	details	on	how	to	
format	the	entries	in	the	thesaurus.	Advice	was	given	on	avoiding	the	use	of	non-
alphabetic	characters	including	hyphens	(6.4.2),	which	I	removed	for	self	watering	
systems	as	it	was	common	to	see	both	versions	of	the	phrase	but	retained	for	semi-ripe	
cuttings	as	it	was	rare	to	see	it	spelt	any	other	way	and	concession	is	given	if	‘the	
terminology	would	otherwise	be…	unacceptable	to	the	user	community	of	the	
thesaurus’.	Reviewing	the	terms	to	ensure	the	complied	with	the	BSI	guidelines	helped	
tighten	up	some	of	the	terms	I	had	used	for	example	I	had	originally	used	‘Fruit’	rather	
than	‘Fruits’	within	the	Living	things	facet,	but	as	fruit	is	counted	as	a	class	in	this	
context,	with	more	than	one	member,	it	was	necessary	to	change	it	to	fruits.	
	
Having	finalised	the	vocabulary,	I	wrote	the	entries	for	the	thesaurus.		I	found	
maintaining	the	order	of	the	taxonomy,	rather	than	alphabetizing	at	this	stage,	helpful	to	
complete	the	broader	and	narrower	terms	as	well	as	inserting	non-preferred	terms,	
although	alphabetizing	afterwards	was	time	consuming.	If	I	were	to	complete	a	full	
taxonomy	and	thesaurus	without	a	specific	software	package	I	would	probably	complete	
it	as	a	table	in	Excel	to	make	re-ordering	more	straightforward.	
	
Once	the	entries	were	complete,	I	performed	a	number	of	cross	checks	with	the	
taxonomy	to	ensure	all	the	terms	were	included	and	correctly	attributed	and	that	the	
various	relationships’	reciprocity	was	accounted	for.	This	took	a	surprisingly	long	time	
but	was	worthwhile	as	it	did	show	up	a	couple	of	instances	of	an	incorrect	broader	
terms	being	used.		
	
Reflections	and	learning	
Throughout	the	taxonomy	and	thesaurus	construction	there	was	a	particular	item	I	had	
not	been	able	to	place,	‘allotment	rules	and	regulations’.	Looking	at	the	outline	
taxonomy	there	didn’t	seem	an	obvious	best	fit	and	I	began	to	wonder	if	I	lacked	the	
semantic	or	philosophical	understanding	to	decide	what	kind	of	concept	it	was.	The	
process	of	constructing	the	thesaurus,	although	laborious	at	times,	did	make	me	go	back	
and	assess	the	structure	a	few	times	and	make	some	adjustments	to	the	hierarchy,	
including	moving	pest	control	under	plant	health	rather	than	having	it	a	level	higher,	
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under	plant	cultivation.	This	constant	referral	and	questioning	of	the	taxonomy	made	it	
easier	to	make	a	decision	on	where	to	put	rules	and	regulations.	I	decided	that	
allotments	were	affected	by	a	range	of	regulations,	such	as	the	use	and	storage	of	
hazardous	chemicals	as	well	as	the	allotment	rules,	and	these	would	affect	how	an	
allotment	would	be	managed	and	maintained	by	a	user.	As	a	result	I	placed	it	as	the	final	
division	of	the	Managing	allotments	facet,	and	while	I	am	happy	to	take	an	explanation	
as	to	why	it	might	be	better	placed	elsewhere,	I	am	satisfied	that	the	decision	was	well	
reasoned.	
	
Overall	this	has	been	an	enlightening	process	and	I	particularly	enjoyed	the	facet	
analysis	despite	the	wrangling	involved	in	trying	to	understand	the	Personality	of	my	
chosen	field.	
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